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Sexual Abuse Committed by Health-Care Providers
against Female Patients

Alaa Nasser Al-Din Hassan Ahmed

PhD Researcher in Sociology, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University I

Abstract:

This study outlines the context of sexual abuse practiced by the health care pro-
viders against their female patients. The study seeks to identify the patterns, the
reasons, and the reactions of female patients towards the abuse. This is a descrip-
tive-analytical study on a snowball sample representing women exposed to some
form of abuse by health care providers. An interview guide was used to collect the
data. The study concluded that some doctors take advantage of the weakness of
patients and their disease. Abused women reacted either positively or negatively.
The positive reaction took many forms, such as “shouting, hitting, threatening the
caregiver with a scandal, posting on social media platforms.” The negative reaction
was justified by “fear of scandal and shame, blaming the victim, weakness of person-
ality, fear of the doctor.” The research recommends activating the role of the media
and the social workers by launching awareness campaigns and formulating strict laws

against sexual abuse of female patients on the hands of health care providers.
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